MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
posed to have reached. The object of this book is to
describe something of the revolution which has taken
place in the manner of investigation during the past
twenty-five years.
The old romance of the Arctic which has always cap-
tured, and still captures, the imagination of young and
old, has given place to another: that of the twentieth
century. It no longer concentrates on the heroic aspect,
on the personality of the explorer, but rather on the
thrilling tale of technical achievement, of men's ingenu-
ity and invention, and of brilliant victory over forces
really worth fighting. It is the story of co-operation and
rationalisation in a development which has kept pace
with that of modern industry, and in which man has
taken machinery into his service, attaining thereby an
undreamed-of efficiency and bringing Arctic exploration
forward in giant strides.
Knowledge of modern achievements in this field
must not be confined, therefore, to the few directly con-
cerned. If the romance has altered in its nature, it is no
less compelling, and enterprises to-day are worthy of the
place in our minds which they have always held. This
book, then, is an attempt to give some slight idea of the
romance which is a reality of our own time.
But before we begin the stories of the expeditions of
to-day, it will be worth while sketching in the main
features of what has gone before. A revolution is never
instantaneous; on the contrary, we are building now on
the wealth of experience gathered in former years. No
toil or hardship of the past was ever undergone in vain.
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